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Psalm 23  

A psalm of David.  

Highlight the following things in different colours 

 references to God 

 references to David 

 verbs where God is the subject (ie the one doing the action) 

 verbs where David is the subject 

 words that tend to suggest the setting of the Psalm 

 
1
 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.  

2
 He makes me lie down in green pastures,  

he leads me beside quiet waters,  

3
 he restores my soul.  

He guides me in paths of righteousness  

for his name’s sake.  

4
 Even though I walk  

through the valley of the shadow of death,  

I will fear no evil,  

for you are with me;  

your rod and your staff,  

they comfort me.  

5
 You prepare a table before me  

in the presence of my enemies.  

You anoint my head with oil;  

my cup overflows.  

6
 Surely goodness and love will follow me  

all the days of my life,  

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD  

forever.  
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Lamentations 5 

Highlight   the use of God’s name 

  words of request made to God 

  the question at the heart of the poem 

  the unthinkable word near the end 

Verses 2 to 18 are a series of parallel lines which taken together build a devastating picture of conditions 

for the remnant remaining in Jerusalem.  

 What is the particular issue in each verse? 

 How does the second line of each verse reinforce or develop the idea of the first line? 

 According to verses 7 and 16, what is the cause of this problem? 

 Is there a particular grouping of ideas in verse 2-6? And in verses 8-15? 

 How do verses 17,18 provide a climax? 

 As you read this poem, what are the emotions being expressed? Do you feel the pain of the writer? 

 

1 Remember, O LORD, what has happened to us;  

look, and see our disgrace.  

2 Our inheritance has been turned over to 

aliens,  

our homes to foreigners.  

3 We have become orphans and fatherless,  

our mothers like widows.  

4 We must buy the water we drink;  

our wood can be had only at a price.  

5 Those who pursue us are at our heels;  

we are weary and find no rest.  

6 We submitted to Egypt and Assyria  

to get enough bread.  

7 Our fathers sinned and are no more,  

and we bear their punishment.  

8 Slaves rule over us,  

and there is none to free us from their 

hands.  

9 We get our bread at the risk of our lives  

because of the sword in the desert.  

10 Our skin is hot as an oven,  

feverish from hunger.  

11 Women have been ravished in Zion,  

and virgins in the towns of Judah.  

12 Princes have been hung up by their hands;  

elders are shown no respect.  

13 Young men toil at the millstones;  

boys stagger under loads of wood.  

14 The elders are gone from the city gate;  

the young men have stopped their music.  

15 Joy is gone from our hearts;  

our dancing has turned to mourning.  

16 The crown has fallen from our head.  

Woe to us, for we have sinned!  

17 Because of this our hearts are faint,  

because of these things our eyes grow dim  

18 for Mount Zion, which lies desolate,  

with jackals prowling over it.  

19 You, O LORD, reign forever;  

your throne endures from generation to 

generation.  

20 Why do you always forget us?  

Why do you forsake us so long?  

21 Restore us to yourself, O LORD, that we may 

return;  

renew our days as of old  

22 unless you have utterly rejected us  

and are angry with us beyond measure.  
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Psalm 19  

For the director of music. A psalm of David.  

Highlight   the use of God’s name 

  the word ‘heavens’ 

  the word coming before ‘of the LORD’ in vv7-9 

  the verbs in vv1-4 and vv7-9 

  the adjectives in vv7-10 

  the requests in vv12-14 

  the results in vv 11,13 
 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God;  

the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  

2 Day after day they pour forth speech;  

night after night they display knowledge.  

3 There is no speech or language  

where their voice is not heard.  

4 Their voice goes out into all the earth,  

their words to the ends of the world.  

In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the 

sun,  

5 which is like a bridegroom coming forth from 

his pavilion,  

like a champion rejoicing to run his course.  

6 It rises at one end of the heavens  

and makes its circuit to the other;  

nothing is hidden from its heat.  

7 The law of the LORD is perfect,  

reviving the soul.  

The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy,  

making wise the simple.  

8 The precepts of the LORD are right,  

giving joy to the heart.  

The commands of the LORD are radiant,  

giving light to the eyes.  

9 The fear of the LORD is pure,  

enduring forever.  

The ordinances of the LORD are sure  

and altogether righteous.  

10 They are more precious than gold,  

than much pure gold;  

they are sweeter than honey,  

than honey from the comb.  

11 By them is your servant warned;  

in keeping them there is great reward.  

12 Who can discern his errors?  

Forgive my hidden faults.  

13 Keep your servant also from willful sins;  

may they not rule over me.  

Then will I be blameless,  

innocent of great transgression.  

14 May the words of my mouth and the 

meditation of my heart  

be pleasing in your sight,  

O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.  
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Psalm 110  

Of David. A psalm.  

Highlight   the use of God’s name 

  the word in v1 and the word in v4 that indicate God has spoken. 

  what God says in v1 and v4. 

  the pronouns used in vv2,3 and those in vv5-7 

What promise does God make in vv2,3 and in vv5-7? 

How do the pronouns used help us to understand the differences between the promises made in vv2,3 and 

in vv5-7? 

 

1 The LORD says to my Lord:  

“Sit at my right hand  

until I make your enemies  

a footstool for your feet.”  

2 The LORD will extend your mighty scepter from Zion;  

you will rule in the midst of your enemies.  

3 Your troops will be willing  

on your day of battle.  

Arrayed in holy majesty,  

from the womb of the dawn  

you will receive the dew of your youth.  

4 The LORD has sworn  

and will not change his mind:  

“You are a priest forever,  

in the order of Melchizedek.”  

5 The Lord is at your right hand;  

he will crush kings on the day of his wrath.  

6 He will judge the nations, heaping up the dead  

and crushing the rulers of the whole earth.  

7 He will drink from a brook beside the way;  

therefore he will lift up his head.  
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