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UNITED MONARCHY Lasting 122 years from about 1050 BC (New Bible Commentary, p22) 

Biblical basis of kingship in Israel, Deuteronomy 17:14-20 

SAUL,  
42 yrs, 1 Sam 13:1  
1 Sam 9-31; 1 Chron 10 

DAVID,  
40 yrs, 2 Sam 5:4  

1 Sam 16-1 Kings 2; 1 Chron 11-29 

SOLOMON, 
40 yrs, 1 Kings 11:42 

1 Kings 1-11; 1 Chron 22, 28,29;  
2 Chron 1-9 

Because 
you have 
rejected 
the word 
of the 
LORD, he 
has 
rejected 
you as 
king (1 
Sam 
15:26) 

     

  ‘The Lord 
declares to 
you that the 
Lord himself 
will establish 
a house for 
you: … 

16
 Your 

house and 
your kingdom 
will endure 
forever 
before me; 
your throne 
will be 
established 
forever.’ (2 
Sam 7:11,16) 

   

     
14 

And if you walk 
in my ways and 
obey my statutes 
and commands as 
David your father 
did, I will give you 
a long life.” … 
4
 As Solomon 

grew old, his 
wives turned his 
heart after other 
gods, and his 
heart was not 
fully devoted to 
the Lord his God, 
as the heart of 
David his father 
had been. (1 
Kings 3:14; 11:4) 
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POETIC LITERATURE, Psalms, Song of Solomon 

We deal with poetry here because many poems were written by David and Solomon. Poetry also occurs 
outside of the Psalms and there are times when deciding whether or not a particular passage is poetry or 
prose may influence our understanding of it.  

Why use poetry?  

To express the heart and engage emotions, to draw others into a corporate expression. The language is 
suggestive rather than minutely descriptive. It tends to draw on experience and commonly understood 
ideas and themes. Sometimes these are specific and need exegesis to be understood by those not within 
the original community of readers but to much exegesis can destroy the charm and power of the poetry.  

As the expression of human emotions, these poems have a kind of universal appeal meaning that many are 
still loved today.  

Biblical poetry can be written as an expression of personal and private devotion, faith, prayer, and for 
public inclusion in the normal worship of people or even for grand occasions such as royal events. There are 
many biblical poems for which we don’t have any real indication of the occasion for which they were first 
written.  

Sometimes these poems seem to refer to things beyond normal human experience. They may use rhetoric 
of the court such hyperbole (use exaggeration to make a strong point) and idealization or they may be 
referring to events beyond themselves. Some are taken up in the NT and have become considered 
Messianic as they refer to the coming Messiah.  

Poetry in Hebrew literature  

The key feature is parallelism, ie repetition of thought, sometimes exactly, other times with nuances, 
sometimes developing the first thought and at other times contrasting. I think of this as a rhythm of ideas 
and rather than try to analyse this in a technical sense it is more helpful to highlight recurring words and 
ideas to see how they are used.  

Examples of poetry.  

Refer to the accompanying notes (“Digging Deeper Week 4 Psalms”) where these psalms are printed. Each 
is included twice – firstly for you to do some work on and secondly to show my work. You are welcome to 
print them out or to use them on your device.  

Psalm 23 

 

Lamentations 5 

 

Psalm 19 

 

Psalm 110 

 


