
 

Discussion / Reflection Guide for LGs, families and individuals 

What did you learn from the sermon?  What stood out most to you?  What challenged, 

inspired, encouraged or convicted you?  In the wilderness wanderings, God’s presence 

provided identity, guidance and provision for His people.  Which of these stood out most 

to you?  Explain. 

Identity and guidance - the cloud and the fire 

Read The account of the cloud and the fire (Exodus 13:21-22, Exodus 40:38), the evidence 

to other nations of God’s presence with His people (Numbers 14:14), Reminders to Israel 

of God’s presence with them (Deuteronomy 1:33), reminders in future generations of 

God’s presence through those forty years (Nehemiah 9:12,19, Psalm 78:14, 105:39), and 

even imagery of God’s presence in the kingdom yet to come (Isaiah 4:2-6). 

Read Deuteronomy 1:31-33.  Imagine living under the cloud and the fire for forty years – 

why do you think, even with this constant supernatural reminder of the presence of God, 

His people still grumbled, rebelled and put their trust, dependence and hope in other 

things? 

Read John 14:16-19 and Romans 8:15-16.  Even with these great promises for every second 

of our lives, why do Christians still complain and look for identity elsewhere – or put their 

trust and dependence and hope in things rather than God? 

What kind of regular practice helps you remember and live in your identity as a child of 

God each day?  Share these to encourage each other. 

What about guidance?  Israel had a cloud that moved – it was pretty hard to miss.  Is 

discerning the guidance of the Holy Spirit harder for us?  Why/Why not? 

Read Isaiah 30:18-21 Does this resonate with your experience of coming to God and 

walking with Him?  Discuss.   

What about the promise of God through James (James 1:5) – is wisdom really just there 

for the asking?  Discuss with examples from your own prayers and life. 

 



 

Provision – read Exodus 16:4-5, 17-26 

Imagine living with this food source for decades – what would that experience have 

been like?  Can you imagine the range of responses across the hundreds of thousands of 

Israelites?  Now read Exodus 16:27-28.  Can you understand God’s exasperation? 

Do you think God has ever been exasperated with us?  When we know His instructions 

and promises to us, but we don’t trust Him?  Examine the following two passages and 

write down the instructions and promises from God you see in there 

1 Timothy 6:17-19, Luke 12:15-34 

                    Instructions                                     Promises 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the biggest take-home for you from this study?  How will it change your 

perspective or action?  Share this with the group and pray for each other 


